
Our cover dog Jean is one face of a new partnership with Best Friends 
Animal Society and Florida Leaders in Lifesaving where HSN will 
assist rescue groups in Hendry, Collier, Lee, and Glades County 
achieve no-kill status (see page 2).
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From the Chief Executive Officer
We are proud to feature Jean as our cover girl for this year’s annual report. Her 
success story is representative of other stories we will be sharing as a result of a recent 
life-saving, transformative grant. Thanks to Humane Society Naples’ leadership role 
in the region, HSN will receive more than $250,000 from the Best Friends Animal 
Society and Florida Leaders in Lifesaving over the next year to assist rescue groups in 
Collier, Glades, Hendry, and Lee Counties to improve their lifesaving efforts - with 
the goal of helping them to achieve the ‘no-kill’ status we are so fortunate to maintain. 

Jean was transferred to HSN from Clewiston Animal Services in Hendry County. 
She was such a friendly, sweet girl that it was clear she had been loved at some point 
during her short two-year life. It was hard to understand how she arrived with such 
major medical issues. 

She had a torn ACL, likely an impact injury. She had significant periodontal disease. And she was heartworm positive. 

Thanks to the care provided by our Yawney Family Veterinary Clinic, Jean’s ACL healed and she is pain-free. Her dental 
treatments are scheduled and she is undergoing treatment for the heartworms, so far tolerating the very strong medication.

Jean was a staff favorite before she found her forever family. She was a popular participant in the Paws Around Town Bus’ civic 
engagements, enjoying belly rubs and ear scratches from all! During her stay at HSN, she even participated in a special photo 
op on a private jet.

Jean, our cover dog, with Paws Around 
Town Coordinator Alex Woods, during a 
community event
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Jean is the kind of dog who would likely face euthanasia in 
many shelters that don’t have the resources to address her 
medical needs. After only two months in our care, Jean is now 
living the kind of life she deserves. 

We are proud to be partnering with shelters in the more 
remote areas of Southwest Florida, thanks to this special 
grant, to develop with them strategies and supports to move 
them into no-kill status very soon. We will, of course, continue 
doing our important work in Collier County. We couldn’t be 
saving so many lives without our incredible supporters, who 
agree that no animal should have to suffer or lose their life for 
something we can help address. 

Thank you for partnering with us in our pioneering efforts,

Sarah Baeckler  
Chief Executive Officer

JEAN
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Double Stuff: Oreo, a Cat, and Oreo, a Dog! 

Oreo the Cat was not a happy camper. Coming into the shelter, 
he used behaviors he had learned outside to repel unwanted 
interactions. He would bite. He would scratch—other cats and 
people! Only the most skilled animal care team members were 
assigned to his rounds.

A handsome fellow, Oreo attracted a lot of attention from 
prospective adopters who saw him through his glass door. 
However, his door was locked and visitors required permission 
to meet him. Upon learning of his behavioral issues, potential 
adopters invariably opted not to consider Oreo.

Oreo’s fortunes changed one day when a mother and daughter 
came into the shelter. Drawn by his distinctive appearance, they 
immediately asked to see him, but our cat adoption volunteer 
hesitated, explaining the situation. Our volunteer suggested that 
the two women see the other cats first. After they saw all of the 
cats, they were still persuaded that Oreo might be “the one.”  
 

When staff unlocked the door to Oreo’s room and the two 
women went in, staff and volunteers held their breath. What 
happened then was completely unexpected! Oreo immediately 
went up to the daughter and nuzzled her. There was not a hint  
of aggression. 

After spending a considerable amount of time with Oreo, 
the mother and daughter adopted and took him home that 
same day. And what a home it turned out to be. Today, Oreo 
is a jet setter, commuting between Florida and Brazil with his 
new parents. He is a loving, happy cat who walks on a leash, is 
adored, and is the subject of untold numbers of photographs.

His adoption volunteer reflected,  
“The beauty of Humane Society Naples is 
that those like Oreo who might be written 
off as hopeless or unadoptable in another 
shelter setting are able to wait for their 
‘one.’ They live in an environment of love 
and caring that demands nothing of them 
other than patience, while our adoption 
volunteers act as matchmakers.” 

Adoptions

Our two Oreos both faced some serious challenges, but each found a family to love them, 
thanks to second chances provided at Humane Society Naples.

OREO
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Oreo the Dog came to HSN from Highlands County Animal 
Services after their shelter was heavily damaged by Hurricane 
Ian. An unneutered 3-year-old “square head”, his is an imposing 
presence. It turns out, he is also a very playful one. The Animal 
Care teams at HSN’s Oaks campus loved watching him do 
his zoomies in the wooded play yards with other animals also 
undergoing behavioral evaluation. 

Two months after transferring to HSN, he was neutered, 
behaviorally solid, cleared for adoption and moved to our main 
shelter. There, he discovered wading pools and hose fountains, 
and became an avid water dog. 

But as sweet and fun as Oreo turned 
out to be, finding homes for our larger 
dogs is difficult because of size and 
breed restrictions in many of our area’s 
communities. 

While happy at the shelter, Oreo needed a permanent loving 
home. Enter Mighty Dog Roofing Company. In June, they 
offered to sponsor two HSN dogs a month for fee-waived 
adoptions. The very first dog to wear the title of “Mighty Dog” 
was Oreo. And just 10 days later, Oreo found his “furever” 
home. “The people and businesses of this community are 
passionate in their support of animals needing our care,” reflects 
HSN’s CEO Sarah Baeckler. “Without the support of friends 
like Mighty Dog Roofing, we could not do all we do. And, 
without compassionate families like those of our double-stuff 
Oreos, these animals would face a future no pet should endure. 
We are grateful—so grateful—for our volunteer matchmakers.”

Watch Oreo  
Play Outside!

OREO

FY 2023 Adoption Statistics

381  
Dogs

76  
Small Animals  
(Including: ferrets, gerbils, guinea 
pigs, hamsters,and rabbits)

1,482  
Cats
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Sweet Halo, who now has a look of perpetual curiosity, was 
transferred to HSN from Collier County Domestic Animal 
Services because of severe trauma. The cause of her trauma 
was not known, though we suspected she was hit by a car. This 
beautiful little cat arrived with a pelvic fracture, a left rear leg 
fracture and a right-sided head tilt. While in recovery, her skin 
began ulcerating and sloughing off. A biopsy showed results 
consistent with a thermal burn. This kitty had clearly been 
through a horrific experience.

HSN’s medical team elected strict cage rest rather than surgery 
for her fractures due to her condition. Her skin was treated 
for the burns. Halo recovered fully and found her new home 
just two months after arriving at HSN. She will always have an 
abnormal gait because of her pelvis and her left hind leg being 
misaligned after that trauma. But she is in no pain and has no 
problem with mobility or quality of life. 

Her head tilt, also caused by whatever befell her, will always be 
her special characteristic, looking up with a keen awareness of 
the world around her. She may have some long-term hair loss, 
but this sweet cat, who was less than a year old when she came to 
us so badly injured, can now anticipate a healthy and happy life 
with her furever family for years to come. 

Not every shelter in Southwest Florida has the medical resources Humane Society Naples is 
fortunate to provide. As a result, other rescues often send animals who need special care to 
HSN to give them a chance of healing and finding a permanent home. 

Providing Hope and Healing

Pet Overpopulation Prevention

Medical Services

HALO

1,582  

Cats sterilized
549  
Dogs sterilized

28  

Small Animals 
sterilized

We performed spay/neuter surgeries for 2,159 animals in FY2023. If even half of those animals had gone on to have just one 
litter of six offspring, that would have meant an additional 6,477 dogs, cats and small mammals that would then need to find 
homes. Reducing pet overpopulation is a critical need.
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Queenie was transferred to HSN from the Humane Society of 
Vero Beach and Indian River County due to a constant hacking 
cough. Our medical team diagnosed her issues as reduced 
function of the arytenoids (cartilage around the larynx) and 
an extremely enlarged or ‘sagging’ tracheal membrane that was 
reducing air flow. Causes of these issues are hard to pin down, 
especially when an animal’s history prior to transfer into our 
shelter is unknown. 

HSN’s Dr. Natalie Brown reported, “We opted to try an 
experimental medication that has shown positive results in dogs 
that have been diagnosed with laryngeal paralysis, a slightly 
different respiratory disease. Queenie has responded beautifully! 
Her breathing and coughing improved almost immediately.”

Meanwhile, Queenie is working with the behavior specialists 
at our Oaks campus to modify her impulse to pull hard when 
leashed. Strong leash pulling has been shown to injure tracheae, 
putting her in danger, given her condition. She is looking for a 
home where she can be an only pet. Her future adopter will be 
advised that Queenie may have occasional flare ups of coughing 
or loud breathing during times of exercise. This should not affect 
her overall quality of life if she continues to respond favorably to 
her medication, which will be required long term.

QUEENIE

HSN provides detailed medical 
advisories to adopters of pets with long-
term medical needs. Our full disclosure 
policy ensures best-possible outcomes 
as adopting families have what they 
need to give their new pet life-long 
love, care and stability.

Additional  
Medical Services

181  

Received Dental 
Procedures

262 
Received Other 
Surgeries

71 

Received Heartworm 
Treatments
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Following Hurricane Ian, a large number of families were dislocated. Operation 
Rescue was able to ramp up immediately to provide their pets with safe, 
temporary housing.

Even before the storm, HSN had been increasing its commitment to providing 
additional resources to Operation Rescue. As the impact of inflation, especially 
in housing, was being felt in Southwest Florida, an increasing number of people 
were struggling to find housing and to afford caring for their pets. To increase 
available care for the growing number of pets requiring shelter, additional foster 
families are being recruited for Operation Rescue.

From 2022 to 2023, the number of boarding nights provided by Operation 
Rescue grew by 40 percent. The total number of animal nights in our care were 
10,955. The animals helped included 287 cats, 2 rabbits and 179 dogs, or a total 
of 465 pets. The total of families enrolled in Operation Rescue numbered 228.

Not surprisingly, the crises driving people to Operation Rescue in FY 2023 
reflected the impact of the hurricane:

42%

Natural Disaster 

17%	  
Owner medical  

12% 
Domestic violence 

Natural Disaster   42.2%
Homelessness    19.3%
Owner medical    16.9%
Domestic violence  12.0%
Housing  9.6%

 10% 
Housing	

19%

Homelessness 

For more than seven years, Operation Rescue has been quietly assisting individuals and 
families in crisis. People who need to flee domestic violence, who are facing sudden 
homelessness, or who require hospitalization for substance abuse have been able to 
secure free pet boarding with Humane Society Naples’ Operation Rescue while they 
rebuild their own lives. 

Addressing Critical Emergency Needs
Operation Rescue
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In addition to the veterinary services, HSN’s social worker 
is an integral part of the MVC team. Often, families seeking 
assistance from the MVC have pressing non-pet-related issues. 
Our social worker connects them with other county agencies 
that can address these additional needs as well as providing 
a trained ear and experienced guidance in navigating these 
sometimes complicated systems.

After generously volunteering her veterinary services to HSN in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Ian, Dr. Edna May Seymour joined 
the HSN staff as the primary veterinarian for the MVC. 

What does Humane Society Naples’ Mobile Veterinary 
Clinic (MVC) offer to our community? Thanks to the 
generous support of HSN donors, this invaluable community 
outreach program provides a wide range of services, 
including routine health exams, vaccinations, microchipping, 
spaying/neutering, flea and tick prevention, and heartworm 
treatments. The MVC extends its reach to communities 
across Collier County—geographically one of the largest 
counties in Florida—making veterinary care affordable and 
accessible in remote and underserved areas.

Clients benefiting from this crucial pet care contribute nearly 
50 percent of the MVC’s out-of-pocket costs for essential 
supplies and treatments with “honor” payments they make to 
cover their bills. 

57 community visits

898 pets treated

1,238 vaccines delivered

340 microchips inserted

822 medications provided

349 spay/neuter surgeries

1,847 flea prevention 
medications distributed

Mobile Veterinary Clinic Impact (FY23)

Outreach to all of Collier County

Patty and Jay Baker Mobile 
Veterinary Clinic
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Neo arrived at Humane Society Naples in 2017 as a six-month-
old puppy. His original stay with HSN was a quick seven days, 
and then he went to his first home. That home lasted for a little 
more than a month, and then he was returned. 

Neo’s next shelter stay was only three days, but his new home 
returned him after only six days.

At just seven months old and already with two homes under his 
collar, Neo went to his third home. HSN staff members hoped 
this would be his final one. Sadly, Neo found himself back at our 
shelter after four years. 

At almost five years of age, and with so many changes, Neo 
was understandably hesitant with new people and showed 
nervousness about being leashed and taken for walks and 
playtime. Neo showed his teeth and growled when meeting new 
people, especially men.

To help him find a permanent, loving home, the HSN Behavior 
team worked to build Neo’s confidence by slowly introducing 
him to things that made him uncomfortable. 

With love and patience, the team helped 
Neo realize that new people were friends 
and leashes brought new adventures. 

Our Behavior team also discovered that Neo had not been 
socialized around other dogs. They added play groups and 
socialization to his plan to improve his chances to find a loving 
home. Play groups became a big part of Neo’s therapy. With the 
right dog, he loved to run around the yard and play.

When the Behavior team felt Neo was ready, they introduced 
him to one of HSN’s amazing foster homes to see how he 
would adjust. While in the foster home, they noticed something 
strange. They called the HSN Medical Team to investigate why 
Neo was getting shakes and sudden behavior changes. Neo was 
diagnosed with trivial chronic valve disease.

While Neo was waiting for more medical tests, he met what 
could only be described as his match made in heaven. His new 
adopter took him home on a foster-to-adopt basis, and it was 
love at first sight. He fit in well with her current dog, thanks to 
the work of the Behavior team. A further bond is that her son 
has the same heart condition that Neo has. 

Neo’s new mom said, “He’s super well-mannered and we 
couldn’t have asked for a better dog.” Each time we ask how he’s 
doing, she states, “he’s just amazing.”

NEO

Improving Pet Adoption and Retention
Behavior Services
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SHELLY

We all have heard the idiom “Herding Cats.”  Training a cat with 
behavioral issues is significantly different from working with dogs.

Shelly was transferred to Humane Society Naples from Lee 
County Domestic Animal Services as a little kitten, only a 
month and a half old.  While in our shelter, animal caretakers 
noticed that Shelly was very resistant to interacting with people.  
Transferring to HSN’s Oaks campus where our behavioral 
interventions are managed, she received the one-on-one 
attention and care that enabled her to trust people and adapt 
to shifting environments.  Still shy and timid when meeting 
new people, she now is able to show her sweet and affectionate 
personality and even managed a foster home with not only other 
cats but a dog, too!  She is at the von Arx Adoption Center in 
North Naples awaiting a purr-fect forever home.

This year, HSN’s behavior team introduced 
a systematic program to help cats that are 
having trouble adjusting to the shelter or 
to a home environment.  Called the Fearful 
Felines program, it is specifically beneficial 
to cats or kittens that are too afraid or 
anxious to engage positively with potential 
adopters because they are afraid.

Oaks Campus
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Medical Foster
Dante came to HSN from Puerto Rico in 2018. He found a loving home for five years. Sadly, his adopter fell 
seriously ill and was no longer able to care for him. He returned to HSN as part of our life-long commitment 
to animals we placed for adoption. He had developed significant allergies and when his owner fell ill, those 
issues went untreated for a time. Dante was placed in a medical foster home and with treatment and care, 
he has improved immensely. His foster family has been giving him medications, regular medicated baths, 
applying eye medications and taking him back and forth to veterinary appointments. With his health 
restored, he will soon return to the adoption program.

Shy Adult Cat
Very shy cats have a struggle finding a forever home. Val came to HSN as a transfer from Clewiston Animal 
Control. He was extremely timid and despite the HSN staff ’s efforts to help Val come out of his shell, he 
remained hidden most of the day. Val was placed in a foster home to see if a new environment would help him. 
His foster parents worked hard to gain Val’s trust and eventually he became a relaxed, happy cat, who now sits on 
laps and snuggles in bed!

Neonate Kitten
Larry was brought to Gulf Coast Humane Society as a 5-day old, abandoned kitten. GCHS had no foster 
families available to bottle feed at the time. Their foster coordinator contacted HSN to see if we had a foster 
family or a nursing momma cat who would take him on. At that same time, HSN had a momma cat who had 
just weaned a litter of kittens. We sent momma and baby to a foster home. Momma took care of Larry for a 
couple of weeks before her milk dried up, then the foster mom continued to bottle feed Larry until he was 
ready to transition to eating on his own. Larry thrived in foster care and when he came back to HSN, he was 
adopted immediately. 

Hospice Foster
Teddy was surrendered to HSN at age 8, diagnosed with Cushings disease and urinary stones. His age and 
his medical needs made it challenging to find Teddy a new home. After a year at HSN, Teddy was diagnosed 
with cancer. Teddy was given 6 to 12 months to live. We searched for a hospice foster home and in March 
2023, Teddy was placed with a lovely foster family. He was dearly loved and enjoyed life until his passing in 
November 2023.

Human Society Naples’ Foster Program addresses so many different kinds of situations, from 
newborn kittens needing bottle-feeding every two hours to recovery from medical conditions, 
socialization for behavioral issues, or hospice care for terminally ill pets. Foster volunteers 
provide essential care in loving homes until an animal is either ready for permanent adoption 
or, in the case of our hospice pets, ready to cross the rainbow bridge. Of our more than 600 
active HSN volunteers, more than 30 percent are foster volunteers. 

Change Lives as a Foster Volunteer
Visit hsnaples.org/foster to learn more.

DANTE

VAL

LARRY

TEDDY

Foster Volunteers Change Lives, Including Their Own
Foster Program
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Recognizing Our Volunteers
Volunteers

Number of  Volunteers
 

Humane Society Naples volunteers are essential to the success of our organization. 
The support they provide both on-site and off-site, including fostering our animals, is 
critical to our mission. 

Volunteer Hours  

56,399 
Volunteer  

Hours 

844  
Active  

Volunteers 

44%

Other volunteer  
activities/tasks   

56%

Fostering

37%

On-site and  
Events Volunteers 

33%  
Foster  

Volunteers

30% 
Student Off-site  

Volunteers 
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Reflecting One Year Later…..
Hurricane Ian

On September 28, 2023, Humane Society Naples CEO Sarah Baeckler reflected,

 “I can’t decide if it feels like a million years ago or just like yesterday, but I doubt 
most of us will ever forget Hurricane Ian hitting our area. Not a single person on 
our team failed to step up for what turned out to be the most intensive days many 
of us had experienced in our careers thus far.” 
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“From the staff who stayed at the Main Shelter and the Oaks Campus (the von Arx Adoption Center was evacuated) 
to stand watch, to the staff who housed kittens and bunnies in their spare bathrooms, to the staff who lost their 
homes in the storm and still were here, to the staff who showed up over and over again at 10pm and 4am or whatever 
crazy time we needed to load or unload a plane or a van... It was an absolutely incredible time in our lives.  
 
Together, the HSN team worked around the clock to save over 700 animals and serve countless shelters less fortunate 
than ours. I will remain forever in awe and grateful for what we were able to accomplish.”

Get the Full Story!

Never was HSN’s motto ‘Every Life Counts’ more visibly manifested.  And this same 
compassion, dedication, and commitment is happening each day and every day behind 
the scenes here still.

What HSN’s remarkable staff organized and accomplished 
from day 1 after the storm:
• More than 500 animals airlifted to safety in 19 states across the country with HSN serving as 

the main staging and coordinating operation

• 562 animals rescued and either taken in by HSN or processed for airlift from regional shelters 
that were damaged or destroyed

• 352 animals accepted for shelter by HSN itself

“ “

- Sarah Baeckler
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Have you checked out HSN’s fantastic von Arx satellite adoption center in North 
Naples? It’s a hidden gem with a bright and welcoming space, spanning 3,000 square feet, 
accommodating up to 40 animals at any one time who are ready for adoption, from dogs 
and cats to rabbits and other smaller mammals.
 

Now in its fourth year of operation, the von Arx Adoption 
Center accounted for 30% of HSN’s total small mammal 
adoptions in FY2023. Dogs and cats remain the primary 
residents, but there is a special skill set among the staff there – 
they are “rabbit whisperers.” 

They help numerous displaced rabbits recover from physical 
and emotional trauma and find new loving homes. Costa 
was surrendered by her owner in June 2022, lethargic and 
overweight. She then was adopted and returned twice, once 
because of unexpected allergies and once because of unrealistic 
expectations. Feeling shut down and scared after so many 
disappointing family situations, she found comfort in the caring 
hands of HSN’s knowledgeable rabbit-savvy staff, who created 
an environment at von Arx where she could decompress. When 
Hurricane Ian struck, Costa even was taken into foster care in 
one of the staff members’ homes to ensure not just her safety, 
but also her sense of personal security during the storm. Then 
in late December, Costa faced an acute medical emergency. The 
von Arx team hand-fed her multiple times a day and provided 
subcutaneous fluids, helping her recover and regain her health.

A very sweet but shy rabbit, staff promoted Costa through HSN’s 
Foster-to-Adopt program, which allows families interested in a pet 
with more complex needs to have time to see if the placement will 
work. She was offered a home in April 2023 that had a male rabbit 
companion, and they quickly formed a close bond. Her foster 
family did in fact adopt her after a very brief trial period, and she 
is now living in a rabbit palace with her bonded friend, Walter, on 
her way to regaining full confidence and fitness.  

The von Arx Adoption Center location in 
Green Tree Plaza, at Immokalee and Airport-
Pulling Roads, is easily accessible to families 
seeking to adopt a pet from the North Naples 
area to Immokalee, Bonita Springs, and 
even as far away as Cape Coral! The Center is 
open for adoptions Tuesday through Sunday 
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. Open Mondays for Rescue 
Recess and donations only.

von Arx Satellite Adoption Center

Jonee Miller, von Arx manager, explains that “rabbits are as 
playful, friendly and loving as cats and dogs, but they have very 
different needs.” She and her team have been instrumental in 
helping families adopting rabbits experience wonderful success.
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Keeping Families and Pets Together
Intake Prevention

Too often, a family makes a heart-wrenching decision to 
surrender a beloved pet to a shelter because they feel they 
cannot properly care for them. They may experience a financial 
crisis and find the cost of feeding their dog or cat is beyond the 
family’s current means. There may be a medical emergency, such 
as a major injury where the cost of treating their pet is beyond 
the family budget. Or, a pet may develop a chronic condition 
and the cost of ongoing care is out of reach for the family. 

Humane Society Naples is dedicated to 
keeping beloved pets with their families – 
it’s better for the animal and certainly better 
for the family who is already in crisis. With 
financial support from our donors, HSN 
offers several programs that keep families 
and pets together.

The Denny Plesea Pet Food Pantry offers pet food, cat litter, 
animal crates and bedding, and leashes and collars to families 
in need. In the last year, more than 200 animals received food 
each month, with over 1,600 pounds of dry food and 1,000 

cans of wet food. Donations of unopened food are essential 
to our ability to meet this pressing need in our community as 
skyrocketing inflation and housing costs have many families 
struggling to make ends meet. 

The Compassionate Care Fund provides support to families 
whose pet faces an acute medical crisis ranging from disease to 
injury. Treatment can cost thousands of dollars. 

Our Compassionate Care Fund ensures that the animal receives the 
necessary care and the family need pay only what they can afford. 

HSN donors are instrumental in supporting this program 
to ensure animals do not experience unbearable suffering 
or the agonizing loss of their family when treatable medical 
interventions are available. 

Senior Dog Fund vouchers and Cozy Cat Care vouchers are 
available to care for older pets adopted through HSN who 
develop medical issues that can be addressed by our Yawney 
Family Veterinary Clinic. 

Our community is tremendously understanding of the need 
for these services, with both in-kind donations of pet food and 
cat litter and financial donations for the medical interventions, 
making it possible for families to keep their beloved pets at home.

HSN relies on donations of food to keep our Pet Food Pantry stocked.  Thankfully, lots of generous and fun-loving donors find creative ways 
to help.  Every August since she was born 10 years ago, Gypsy Sue and her humans, Gail and Michael Cochran, host a birthday party for her 
at Island Gypsy Cafe &  Marina Bar at Isles of Capri.  Hers is one of many beloved community events featuring collections for the pantry.
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Each year, fun and exciting special events create greater awareness of Humane Society 
Naples and its many programs to keep animals safe and healthy and in homes with 
loving families.

The 17th Annual Run for the Paws 5K event, held 
January 28, 2023, attracted more than 300 runners 
and raised more than $22,000 for HSN’s mission. 
Our Top Dog once again this year—and for the past 
seven years—was Mila, with her human partner, Steven 
Iannaccone. Save the date for our 2024 Run For The 
Paws, which is set for Saturday, March 9, at the
Paradise Coast Sports Complex.

The 7th annual Bow Wow Brunch, held May 7, 
2023, was generously hosted by our friends Richard 
and Amy D’Amico and the wonderful team at 
D’Amico’s The Continental. The event brought 
together guests, along with their furry friends, for a 
delicious brunch, live entertainment and a fabulous 
raffle. The brunch raised more than $35,000 to 
support HSN programs and services.

Run for the Paws 5K17th

Bow Wow Brunch7th

Raising Awareness and Funds
Special Events
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Over 400 guests joined Humane Society Naples at the Elite 
Jets Hangar for the inaugural Pet Lovers Dance Party, held on 
November 17, 2023! This fundraiser honored those who helped 
HSN transport over 500 animals in the wake of Hurricane Ian. 
Our Hero Award recipients, Naples Airport Authority and 
BISSELL Pet Foundation, were honored during the evening’s 
programming. The Pet Lovers Dance Party raised over $330,000 
which goes directly to supporting the animals in our care, as well 
as extending HSN’s impact throughout Florida.

The second My Rescue Rescued Me event, held on March 9, 
2023, brought together more than 300 enthusiastic animal 
lovers and raised more than $400,000 in support of HSN’s life-
saving mission. An elegant, exclusive VIP dinner in Baker Park’s 
Sugden-Gomez Center honored major sponsors and donors, 
and everyone attending enjoyed delicious food and drinks while 
dancing the night away under the stars.

My Rescue Rescued Me2nd

Pet Lovers Dance Party1st
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This humane education outreach program engages schoolchildren 
by asking them to write letters on behalf of the shelter animals. 
Their letters are then posted on the animals’ kennels. Adopters 
enjoy receiving their new pet’s letters, complete with the children’s 
original drawing of their pet, and children are excited to know 
they helped a pet find a new home. 

120 
Supportive Paws visits                                     

856  
Children Participating  
in Pawsitive Interactions 

68  
Community Events                                       

250  
Letters from Pets                                          

This popular community engagement program 
features pet therapy, humane education, and 
support for local community events.

This program has had a positive impact for seniors in our 
community. Staff members and volunteers take pets to memory 
care and senior living centers, as well as veterans’ groups. These 
are environments where pet therapy can be beneficial. 

With this program, young children learn about how to prevent 
animals from biting and how to be a responsible pet owner. 
The program reaches children ages 4 to 14, and is offered in 
elementary and middle schools and summer camp programs 
throughout Collier County. 

Letters from Pets

Paws Around Town also supports 
local community events ranging from 
fundraising events with small businesses 
to partnering with other local nonprofits 
and civic organizations. 

By the Numbers

Supportive Paws

Pawsitive Interactions

Expanding HSN’s Outreach
Paws Around Town
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HSN’s major annual awards were last presented in 2019 after which COVID restrictions interrupted 
our operations. We were so pleased to resume this tradition at the inaugural Guardian Circle Forum 
held at Sea Salt in downtown Naples on February 9, 2023. 

During that special luncheon, Board President Brad Jamison reviewed the major events of 2022, with 
videos highlighting the unprecedented rescue and animal transport operations led by HSN following 
Hurricane Ian. Then he and CEO Sarah Baeckler had the honor of recognizing our 2023 Awardees.

HSN Annual Awards Presented

The Walter Turken Award, first presented in 2000, is HSN’s 
premier distinction for service to pets. Sheila and Paul 
Demkovich, major sponsors of Operation Rescue as well as 
numerous other programs at Humane Society Naples, were 
the 2023 Turken Award recipients. The Demkovichs (center) 
received their award from 2013 Turken recipients Patty and 
Jay Baker.

The James P. Dellas and Cheryl Deering Animaltarian 
Award, first awarded in 2007, was established to recognize a 
community member or family that goes above and beyond in 
their compassion toward and service to companion animals. 
Michael William Ross, who went viral on social media 
during the hurricane when he saved a cat from drowning as 
the flood waters rushed in, received this special recognition 
from Cheryl Deering, the Award’s founder.

The Animal Advocate Award, also initially awarded in 
2007, recognizes those who “speak on behalf of those 
without voices” in our community and who promote 
the welfare of pets and other beloved animals. The 2023 
award went to Collier County Sheriff Kevin J. Rambosk, 
Undersheriff Colonel Jim Bloom, and the Animal Cruelty 
Investigations Alliance team of Lt. Greg Hinchliffe, 
Detective Megan Noel, and Detective Bruce Cordivari. 
This group was instrumental in saving our official “office 
dog” Bear from indescribable abuse. They continue to save 
many other animals needing their rescue assistance. Sheriff 
Rambosk is pictured here with Sarah Baeckler, CEO and 
Brad Jamison, Board President.
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Gifts of Love and Compassion
Annual contributors to Humane Society Naples experience the joy of helping to make possible the highest level of animal 
shelter and care, crisis support for families with pets, and community medical and educational outreach to compassionately 
address the needs of the hundreds of dogs, cats and small mammals who arrive at HSN each year for a second chance at the 
kind of life every pet deserves.

Guardian Circle members are individuals and organizations whose cumulative giving and outstanding 
generosity this year demonstrate the highest order of engagement with Humane Society Naples’ mission and 
vision.  They are an inspiration to us all.

Guardian Circle: 
Animal Care Visionaries, Leaders, Defenders and Heroes

Animal Advocates are significant annual donors who create the essential bedrock upon which every donation 
to HSN combines to help realize our life-saving goals.

Animal Advocates: Champions, Benefactors and Angels

Friends of HSN express through loyal and generous contributions the kind of support essential to sustaining 
the programs and services for the animals in our care.

Friends of HSN: Patrons and Supporters
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Animal Care Visionaries
$100,000+
Danna Anderson (†) 
Dorothy R. Blair (†) 
Sheila and Paul Demkovich
Fox Rock Foundation
Marilyn (†) and John Gridley(†) 
Bonnie Kowalczyk (†) 
Margaret Martinez (†) 
Pat Murphy
James M. Schoonmaker II Foundation
Sarah Anne Shreve (†) and  

Harvey M. Shreve, Jr. (†) 
Sharon and Dolph (†) von Arx

Animal Care Leaders
$50,000 - $99,999
Patty and Jay Baker
Amy and Richard D’Amico
Ehlert Family Foundation
Maria L. Ransburg  

Charitable Foundation
Elizabeth Horn (†)
Titi Charitable Fund
Marilyn Montgomery (†)
PetSmart Charities
Henry S. Pickands, Jr. (†)
Anonymous
Mary and Bill Stone

Animal Care Defenders
$25,000 - $49,999
ASPCA
Virginia Ackerman
The Vincent and Carol W. Dean Family 

Charitable Foundation
Jordan Delaney and Dr. Nick Schroeder
Janice and Robert DiRomualdo
Knopf Family Foundation
Judy and Peter Lindgren
Helen R. Moody (†) 
Jolene and Mert (†) Mynhier
Carol B. Phelon Foundation
Eleanor B. Sweet Fund
The Wildflower Foundation

Animal Care Heroes
$10,000 - $24,999
Banfield Foundation
Marlene and Carl Brugger
Edna M. Burglund Foundation
Cheryl and Randall Byrnes
Collier Community Foundation
Damon Custom Structures
Eugene and Mary E. Dooner Foundation, 

Inc.
Bruce and Deborah Duncan Foundation
Frankie’s Friends Charitable Pet 

Foundation
Gaffney Family Foundation
Mary and Thomas Graham
The Dennis and Judy Jones  

Family Foundation
Susan and Robert Knapp
Darlene Latimer
Judith LeDoux (†) 
Elizabeth A. Lynn Foundation
MuttNation Foundation, Inc.
Naples Free Net, Inc.
Antonia and Norwood  

Oliver Fund
Orphan Kitten Club
Brenda and David Pelizzon
The ROS Foundation
Michael William Ross
Kim and Tom Scholz/DTS Charitable 

Foundation
Anonymous
Shannon Family Foundation
Chris Stapleton
James and Margaret Stine Foundation, Inc.
Subaru of Naples
Sutton Family Foundation
Janet and Leo Thibeault
Liz Whitney Tippett  

Foundation, Inc.
VCA Charities
Carol and John Walter 

Champions
$5,000-$9,999
Arthrex, Inc.
Virginia and Bill Baeckler
Bailey and Friends of the Golisano 

Foundation
Boles and Priest Fund
The Benevity Community Impact Fund/

American Online Giving Foundation
The Brookdale Foundation
Gail and Michael Cochran  

and “Gypsy Sue”
Cole-Crone Family  

Foundation, Inc. 
Pamela Comer
Marian and James Corcoran
CRG Management LLC
Salvatore Cucinella
Djiounas Family Foundation
FineMark National Bank and Trust
Teresa and Al Geiss
Nancy and Jim Gibson
Givinga Foundation
Debby and Denny Gant
Gudefin Foundation
HT Family Foundation
Jill and Budge Huskey
Sarah Jackson
Brad Jamison and Greg Economos
J.P. Morgan Private Bank
Marilyn Katatsky and Col. Richard 

Kaufmann
Lynn and Rich Klein
Lee County Board of County 

Commissioners
Lee and Barry Martin
Sandi and Tom Moran
Ken and Jackie Bennett Murray
Karen Nassif
Dellora A and Lester J. Norris Foundation
Cynthia and Jeffrey O’Brien
Pedigree Foundation
Sharon and Henry Prevot
John Rizzo
Jean and John Rothert
Anonymous
Kathleen Schlenker
Donna and Alan Schneider
Schultz Family Foundation
Debra Turner Shearer
Carol and Ron Sperling
Stan’s Idle Hour Restaurant
Susan Stielow
The Eleanor P. Stuart and Mary C. Stuart 

Family Foundation
Charna and Sanford Sugar
Linda Thompson (†)
Katherine Todd
Beth Walker-Fenton
The Wasie Foundation
Alice Wolf

Benefactors
$2,500-$4,999
Letitia Accarrino
AmazonSmile
Marcy Amble
Sarah Baeckler
Betsy J. Bernard and 

Laurie J. Peter
Richard Breithaupt
Ruth Burnett
Carol and James Burns
Jenna Buzzacco-Foerster  

and Jonathan Foerster
Bulloch Taylor PLLC
The Phyllis E. and Donald G.  

Campbell Charitable Foundation
John Cappellazzo
Catherine Cavner/Par Caterers
Sandi and Ed Cleary
Vicki Cooper and Alan Einhorn
Sydney Cramer
Shanna and Noel Davies
David Doran
Charlene and George Edwards
Karen and David Ellis
Beverly B. Fanning
Lynn and Dave Feenan
David Flood
Michelle Gagnon
Gibbs Family Fund
Anonymous
Rita and Andre Hawaux
Carmen Hearns
Henderson, Franklin,  

Starnes and Holt, P.A.
Cynthia Hendrickx and Stephen 

Zaborowski
Rufino Hernandez and  

Gregg Sari
Carolee Hoyle
Peter Javarinis
JF Hydrocolloids
Stewart Johnson
Liz Kellar
Jon Lammers
Lanza Family Foundation
Ruthann and William Laswick
April Lewis
Marilyn Lightner
Betty McManus
MJWW Charitable Foundation
Nicholas Mohacsy
Annette and John Mullaney
Melody and Ray Ranelli
Ernest C. and Constance B. Roessler Fund
James Satterly
Debra Schulze
Mary Jane and Frank Semcer
Dr. Edna May Seymour

Guardian Circle Donors Animal Advocate Donors

Friends of HSN: Patrons and Supporters

(†) = Deceased
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Jean Sheridan
Kurt Silsby
Loyce and Larry Snyder
Subaru of America, Inc.
SWFL Services
Richard Talford
Andrea Thomas
Gail Thompson
The Maurice B. Tobin  

Family Foundation
The Villages Homeowners Advocates
Ruth Weber
Gail Webster
Patricia Wellde

Angels
$1,000-$2,499
Linda Adamany
Irene Adler
Advanced Wealth 

 Advisors, LLC 
All Star Motorsport Productions, Inc.
Diane and Brad Ament
An Act of Dog
Sandra and James Anderson
Answerfirst Communications, Inc.
Julia and Christopher Audit/Southwest 

Fall Open Fishing Tournament
Rosemary and Jeff Bader
Deborah and Richard Baldi
Irene Ballands
Bambusa Bar and Grill
Hailey Bedford
Kimberly Bellestri
Best Friends Animal Society
Debbie and Nick Blauwiekel
Barbara Bliss
Michael Bonevento
Heather and Mark Borelli
Jane and John Bowling
Jeanine Brakefield
Sarah Brown
Buddha Mama
Jean Burke
Danis and RIchard Byrd
William Byrnes
Virginia Cabai
Mr. and Mrs. Caldroney
Anita Campbell
Chelsey Carbaugh/CoStar Group
Carper Family Charitable Fund
Dan Cavanaugh
Anne Choquette
Heather and Paul Christie
Collins Family Gift Trust
Joanne and Shawn Connors
Costco Wholesale Corporation 

Employee Giving Campaign
Julie and Jeffrey Cristal
Sue Ann and Dave D’Antoni

Thomas Darden and Patricia St. Peter 
Robert Dilworth
Rosemary and Jeffrey Drake
Carol Dubnicki
Claire Enick
Escott Family Foundation Inc.
Emil Ewald
Douglas Ezzell
Kathleen Feig
Ann and Robert Ferrell  

Charitable Fund
Jennifer Fiore
Richard Flando
Ann F. Fobes Fund 
Nancy Freehafer
Furward Thinking  

Charitable Fund 
Betty Sue and Dale Gallagher
Jacquelyn Gandol
Alice Gardner
Daniel George
Linda and Dwight Goslee
Larry Green
The Max and Jacki Guinn Family Fund
Ray Haren
Burt Hartington
Jill P Hauenstein, MD
Heidi Hedges
Amos Hester
David Hill
Gillian Hocking
Irv Hoffman
Mary Ann and Bill Holt
Home Crafters Plus LLC
Ronald Irwin
Lauran and Andrew Jack
Dr. Cynthia Janssen
J. McLaughlin
Mary Jarvis
Eric Johnson
Bonnie and Edward Kant
Manisha and Roy Kapani
Donna and Andrew Kasle
Mary and Gary Kauffman
Kirchoff - Johnson Family Fund
Janet Klagholz
Michelle and Larry Kownacki/Paws Pet 

Boutique
Stanley Kraushaar
Christine and Ronald Krawczyk
Iris Krempasky
Joan and Fred Krieger
Gwen Langley
Courtney and Nick Lehmann
James Lennane Fund of Sacramento 

Region Community Foundation
Aubrey Levesque
Katherine and Christopher Linneman
Adina Logan
Catherine and Ellis Love
Rebecca and Nancy Maddox
Jeanne Manuri

Dewey Martinelli
Rand Mason
Susan and Robert Matthews
Andrea and Read McCaffrey
Diane McFadden and Lowell Johnson
Tom McGuire
Dana Mcilwain
Johanna and Steven Merkel
Mickey’s Pet Supplies
Julian Miller
Jack Millstein
Michele Mistovich and  

Dirk Peterson
Lili Montes
Kay Mooney and Mark Agnoli
Glenna Moore and Stuart Koff
Linda and Edward Morton
Elizabeth Mossman
Wendy and MIchael Movsovich
Noreen Murray
Sue Ann Musselman Miller
2023 Naples Lakes Tennis Exhibition
Marybird Nance
Beverly and Michael Neal
Laura Neese
Thelma Negley
Jo Newman
Victoria and Joe Nishanian
Pam Norris
Ellen O’Brien
Susan Ostrowski
Nico Paredes
Park Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Anonymous
Michael Pint
Shelby Plamann
Jan and Stevel Porterfield
Premier Sotheby’s International Realty
Progressive Insurance Foundation
Peter Rach
Lisa and Paul Reddish
Steven Renner
Kelly and David Richards
Thomas Ritchie
Helen Roth
The Rosenblum Companies
Carol Ryan
Gwynva Salyer
Pamela and Fred Sasser
Lorraine Schapiro
The Melvin and Sandra Schifter 

Foundation, Inc.
Susie Schultz
Wiley Searles on behalf of Ozzy, Felix 

and Rocket the kitten
Sequin
Debra Shearer
Polly Sheetz
Sterling Sigmond
Vicky and David Smith
Greta and Thomas Smythe

Joan and James Snediker
South Naples Leaders Casual Furniture
Ashley Spillane
William James Sprow III/Mary H. Van 

Lennep Fund
Donna and Carl Stapleton
Jill and Peter Stern
Carly Stewart
Barbara and Barry Stringfellow
Meredith McLean and Ryszard Strycharz
Steven Sumner
Jenny Sutton
Up and Running Software, Inc.
Shear Luxury Pet Styling
The Joan and George Thomas Charitable 

Fund
Jennifer Thompson
Terri Thompson
Jean Tipton
Jeffrey and Patricia Tottis Giving Fund
Mary Traudt Giving Fund
Sharon Treiser
Karen Van Arsdale
Warren Vandervoort  

Family Fund
Michael Waid
Marilyn Wainscott
Sue Waldron
Ron Waldrop
Joan Walker
Theresa Weber
John White
Michal Wiesler
Gail Wille
Carol Willenborg
Lindsey Wood
Judy Woodward
Mindy and Bill Young
Linda and Mark Zaitlin

Animal Advocate Donors (cont.)
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Patrons
$500-$999
Amanda Adiutori
Jackie Allen
Kenneth Aller
Alternative Balance
Lori Archut
Sharon Arsenault
Marvin and Linda Austin
Robert Austin
April Cannon DBA Authentic Brands 

4 You
Maria Bachich
Melody Baker
John and June Ballew
Courtney Balzer
Sandra Baracaldo
Paige Barakett
Joe and Zan Barr
Carrie and Matt Basler
Rhonda Basson
Lindsey Bates
Michele Bazinet-Bossert
BCR Construction and Development
Beachwalk friends of  

Marilyn Montgomery
John F. Beckett
Donna and James Berk
Ronnie and Joseph Biondo
Claudia Bonacci
Christina and Anthony Bower
Cindy Brandy
Barbara Brownson
Jodi Bruhn
Kathleen Blackburn
Josiane Bullard
Clifford Burnstein
Rich Cacace and  

Mauro Gamba
Cres and Mike Calabrese
Gisselle Calleja
Paul Canning
Joanne Carlson
Melissa Carren
Deborah Carusotto
Sally and Jerry Casey
Kathleen Casey
Rachel Castaldo
Huguette Castaneda
Nicholas Chabraja
Alan Chalmers
Sandra Chesterton
Clark Family Fund
Carol Cleary
Sharon Cogan
Aceneth Cole
Emily and Tom Comella
Laura Cooper/ 

Wildflower Seaglass
Mark and Jema Cooper
Joy Corapi

Joan Costa
Kay Cox
Cheryl Coyle
Christine Creamer
Tracey Currey
Thomas and Virginia Curtis
Bobbie and Jim Cusick
Luz DaCosta
Joe and Mary Ann DeGennaro Family 

Foundation
Joan and Thomas M. DeNisco
Larry De Shon
Marilynn Dessauer
Jane Dessecker
Connie DiPasquale
Sharon and Karl DiPietro
Robert Donnan
Christina Dzioba
Mary Eberle
John Cornelius Eckhold
Jackie Egberg
Julie and John Egenberg
Jeanine Eklund
Laurie Elliott
Jim and Lionelle Elsesser
Janet Emig
Harriet Engelgau
Peggy and Thomas E. Englert
Gordon M. Evans
Amy and Thomas Ewert
Heidi and Alan Farrugia
James and Katherine Federighi
Lori Feldman
Richard Finelli
Carrie Ford
ForeverLawn Central Florida
Yves Fournier
Alan and Jodi Fox
Arline and Alan Frank
Christine Frank
Mary Jo and Joseph Fuimano
JoAnn Gabbard
Pamela Gallagher
Mark and Mary Lou Gardner
Jessica Smith Geraghty
Melissa and Stefano Ghirimoldi
Allyson Gilliland
Patricia Girard
Lauren Glassbrook
Debra Glendening
Glitter Makes It
Goldberg Companies, Inc
Nora Gomez -Dears
Joseph Grecky
Beth Greer
Braylon Gregory
Lynne Grewe
Ellen Haffa
Julie Hanley
William Heneghan
Dr. Catherine Falvey-Herzig  

and Dr. Steven Herzig

Wendy Hester
Sharon Hill
Dollie and Chris Hinton
Matthew Hood 
Christian Horky
Richard Hoskins
William Howey
Hub International Limited
Vicky Hu
Lisa Hurckes
Caitlin Hustrulid
Oliver Huttner
David Ingrassia
Iron Ridge Insurance Services
Alan Iskra
Susan Jackson
Colleen and Gene Jacobus
Mary and Mike James
Christine Jesensek
Roxanne Jeske
Susanne and John Jodoin
The John F. and Virginia K. Johnson 

Family Fund
Peter Jones
Donna Joplin
Kathy and Terrence Kelly
Kathryn Kensington
Dione Kenyon
Catherine Ketay
George and Sally King
Heatherjoy Klein
Kathryn Kohler-Ernst
Kimberly Koltun
Jane Kopp
Jean Krause
Joyce Kreppel
Rebecca Krisko
Cindy Kumar
Judith Kyle 
William Lamb
Cynthia Lammert
Susan Lamonica
Christine A. Hyland-Lamson (†) 
Joyce Landis
William Langley
Raymond and Loralee LeBoeuf
Clark Lemaux
Aaron and Jenny Lenz
Stephen and Carolyn Light
Jody Lippes
Pamela Loehlein
Mary and Art Lottes
Amy Louv
Gail and Jim Lozelle
David and Constance Mackay
Susan Mahler
Evelyn Maloney
Sandra Manfredi
Doug and Karen Marcinski
Charles Marshall
Robert and Mary Jane Masi
Paula Mathews

Kathleen McFadden
Kristi McGuire
Bruce and Leslie McNair
Phil Melton
Faye Mertz
Jennifer Michetti
Marilyn Milsop
Mary and Don Monti
Marion Moran
Audrey Moreland
Joanne Morrison
Dennis Muchmore
Denise Mulcahy
Thomas Munz
Kathy Murphy
Joan Murray
Cindy Myers
Clarke and Michelle Narins
Neapolitan Realty LLC
Janet Nebus
Neon One
Christy Noe
Shirley and Bob Noorigian
Sandra Rawls Oltmanns
Sandra Orszaghova
Louis Ostrow
Nanci Ozment
Mark Leon and Christine Paci/  

Park Avenue Realty
Su Parker
Parkside Elementary  

School Student Council
Pars Activity Club
Paul Road Elementary School
Tina Pautz
Marilyn and Joe Phillips
Lisa and Ted Pierce
Jean Pikus
Ronnie and Mel Poplock
Mary Lynn Potenteau
The Pub Naples
Michael Rabs
Amy Racinowski
Jessica Raja
Donald and Ellen Reid
Paul and Nina Repasky
Laura and Fred Hansen Reynolds
Elizabeth Stanley Riggs
Richard Robertson
Gayle and Jack Rooney
Miriam Ross
Gisela Rowley
Bill Roye
Marjon and George Ruffner
Rosemarie Ryan
Lora Saltarelli
William and Ann Salyer
Susan Schaffer
Robin Schiller
Elaine Schimdt
Robert Schultheis
Liselotte Schwartz

Friends of HSN
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SCRIBE Inc.
D.G. Searle
Jonathan A. Segal
Ilana Seligman
Tracey M. Semcer
Candice Seward
Caren and Charle Shea
Cynthia Shingler
Linda Shockley
Linda Sickels
Robert Silar
Betty Smith
Joy Smith
Rodrigo Soares
Linda Sohn
Peter Sonders
Wendy Allison Spalding
Kathleen Sparrow
SPCA of Marion County
Danielle Spiewak
The Stack Society
Lisa Steffen
Lorraine Stephens
Stoneridge Investments
William and Saundra Stout
Sara Sutton
Ronald Tarantino
Stephen Taub
Kathleen Taylor
Sandra Taylor
Timothy Tayon
Ann and Steve Thanos
Larry Thomas
Suzanne Thornley
Tito’s Handmade Vodka
Meryl Towarnicki 
Audrey Towle
Marie Tozzi
Christina Trunz
Judith Turner
Sarah Tyler
Vehicles for Charity
James and Carolyn Venable Charitable 

Fund
James and Michelle Vogel
Patrick Wack
John Wade
Rachel Wahl
David and Roberta Walker
Debra Ward
Dorothy Wax
Cody Webster
Lisa Wells
James and Carolyn Welty
Chris Wechsler
Patricia Welch
Nancy and Jim Whiteman
Bettina Whyte
Casey Wickstrom
Donald Wilkinson
Lee Willis
Janis and James Wilson
Wendy B. Woodall

Edward Yorty
Helen Yost
Leena and Richard Young

Supporters
$250 - $499
Dan Abrams
Barry Abrams
Amy Abrie
Edith Adamson
Dori Alius
Dede Cummings Andersen (†) 
Roger and Gail Arrowsmith
Ashmore Design
Lara Aulestia
John and Audrey Bamberger Charitable 

Foundation
Lynn and David Barclay
Allayne Barnum
Jill Baskin
Doris and Race Batcher
Sherry Batrus
Jason Bauer
Mary Baugh
Lynne Becker
Karen Beckwith
Jill Bell
Janet Bell
Cynthia Bennett
Monica Biondo
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Dr. Nancy Bledsoe
John Bly
James Bosscher
Dennis Brando
Laura Bright
Amanda Bringhurst/ 

DLL Group 
Deborah Broderick
Elizabeth Brogdon
Marybeth and Michael Brooks
Brothers Unleased, LLC
Paula Brothers
Gaston Brown
Alan Brown Gallery
Lawrence Buchanan
Nancy Buck
Col. Robert and Dr. Pamela Burhans
Barbara Burris
Cameron Family Foundation
Monica Cameron
Mary Capobianco
John and Peggy Carberry
Todd Carlson
Erika and Travis Carter
Andrea and Bill Casement
Josephine Cavalier and  

Michael Solimene
CELCO
Mohani Chainani
Ken Charak
Joe Chicurel

Karen R. Christian
Frank Coates
Donna Cockerill
Royce Coleman
Lesley and Bill Collins
Comcast Corporation 
Caesar Cone
Tracy Contreras
Gwen Cooper
Eve Corey
Joann and Pete Corrigan
Lisa Crawford
Debra Crine
Pam Croci
Crum and Forster Insurance
Sue Curley
Jennifer Da Rosa
Erika Dalager
Andy Dantoni
Sheila Davis
Audrey Day
William DeHaan
Alice Demers
Jen Dewe-Mathews
Kara Dickerson
Muriel Dietel
Donald DeLauro
Margaret Dimond
Michael Dobrovic
Mr. and Mrs. James Dodge
Whitney Donati
Christina Dooley
Catherine Douglas
Mafreth Duarte
Leslie Dughi
Don Dunaway
Angela Eden
Kenneth Ehrenberger
Charles Eitel
Catherine Elkins
Bette Ellenbogen and  

Linda Greenwald
Lauren Evans
Dr. Jacklynn Faffer
Michele A. Fallon
Alice H. Farley
Samuel and Laura Faust
Donald Fedor
Jen Feuerstein
Bruce Finebaum
Ken and Dr. Barbara Finn
Bethann Fitzgerald
Dionne Fleming
Cheryl Flood
Florida Gulf Coast  

University Students
Kim Fowler
Ted Wesolowski and Jan Fox
Spencer Franzoi
Thomas Fugard
Karen and Duane Furan
Kaitlyn Galvan
Ann Ganesan

GE Foundation 
Larry Geier
Bonnie and John Geraghty
Jet Ski 239/ Samantha Gomez
Meghan Gorman
Sandra Gower
Melanie Gregurina
Jennifer Grieco
Angela Griffith
Gina Gullo
Alison Gupko
Gerald and Joan Guthier
Carlos A. Gutierrez
Al and Carol Haberer  

Charitable Foundation
Joseph and Carol Haberkern
David Haghighi
Kennice Halloran
Mark and Teryl Hammerschick
Mary Anne Harris
Martin Harrison
Theresa Hartel
Jon Harts
Torin Hayes
W. Richard Hazen
HCA Healthcare
Connie Healy
Michelle Healy
John and Susan Heard
Mary Jeannine Henderson
Leonard Henk
Alexandra Hersh
Linda Herzog and  

Shaun Clancy
Jane Heupel
Wesley Hicks
Vianda Hill
Susan Hill
Susan Goodwin and  

Samuel Hinchey
Thelma Hodges
Jack and Eva Hoffman
William Hogerhuis
Jennifer Holcomb
Kay Holsinger
Molly Hughes
Janne Hurrelbrink-Bias
Linda Hutchins
Inspect Solutions, Inc.
Inspire Unity
Claire Isaacks
Linda Isabel
Margaret L. Jack
Audrey Jake/Renaissance Decor, Inc.
Peter and Gloria Jennings
Johnson and Johnson  

Family of Companies
David and Dale Karo Family Charitable 

Fund
Shauna Kattler
Beverly Kawa
Bryan Kay/DVC Signs
James Keating
John Kechejian

Friends of HSN (cont.)
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We make every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of 
these lists. Please contact 
us immediately if you have 
a question, correction or 
concern at:

239-643-1555, ext. 41 or 
development@hsnaples.org

Thank you, again, for 
your commitment to and 
compassion for the animals.

Humane Society Naples 
also sincerely thanks 
the many other donors 
in FY2023 who made 
contributions up to $250.

Jamie Keingarsku
Sam Keller
Ingrid Kelley
Robert Kemp
Alex Khowaylo
Kristi Killingworth/Nate’s Honor Animal 

Rescue
Melissa King
FJK Advertising
Mary Kowarick
Richard Kravarik
Marilyn Krohn
Devra Kudeviz
Lori Labarca
Matthew Lacy
Melinda Lair
Renstktje and Pieter Langebeeke
Thomas and Tara Lansen
Anabella Stevens and Maribel Larragoity
Timothy Larson
Last Chance Rescue, Inc.
Mary Ann Lauber
Laurel Oak Elementary Students
John Leddy
Holly Lefkow
Anonymous
Brody Boy’s Dog Treats
Rosemarie Leypoldt
Marena Loeffler
James Logan
Shannon Green Long
Frank and Deborah Lowery
Allie-Mae Luckadoo
Aly Meylan/Lumaverse Technologies
John Luther
Bruce MacDonald
Magre, LLC
Katie Malburg
Henry Marbach
James Marino
Amy and Alex Markley
Marissa Mastellone/ 

Misfit Toys Communications
Susan Master
David Matter
Brian May
Kathy Mazzei
Drew McAleenan
Robin McClanathan
Charlie McDonald
Peter McGrane
Carol McKelvey
Julia McTaggart
Sally Medico
Deborah Meeson
Brad Melvin
Stephanie Mendoza
Larry Metzing
Lorraine Meyer
Shirley Michelson
Michael Michetti
Ellen Milan
Joan Miller-Campbell
Leon and Deirdre Milobar

Elizabeth Molloy
Steven and Lou Ann Moore
Mike and Elisa Moriarty
Marsha Myles
Laurie and Barry Nagler
Diane Nagot
Maria Napier
Lori Nardolillo
Tim Nash
Amy Nease
Joanne Nebus
Gerald and Virginia Nee
Marcia Nichols
Dennis Nico
Edward Nield
Ken Nurnberg
The Raymond Nutter and  

Marilou Casey Charitable Fund
Karl Oleksiuk
Joni Olseen
Sandra Olsen
George and Elise Orban
Craig and Daneen Osten
Maryann Ostrout
Richard and Dennis Owens
Simon Padgett
Janice Page
Lisa and Dominick Paragano
Thomas Parker
Parker Hannifin Corp.
Robin Patron
Carrie Pearson
Richard Peck
Linda Perry
Pete and Sue Peterman Giving Fund
Sharon and Annie Petrosino
Kinberley Pickens
Tess Pintchik
Pledgeling Foundation
Roger Podany
Mary Jo and Sam Pollock
James Pollock
Timothy and Monica Popiel
Melissa Ix and Todd Potter
Noreen Price
Mike and Kim Prioletti
Wilma Proctor
Rogers Quimby
Carolyn Quistberg
Kathi and Larry Rambo
Sylvia Ramos
Marilyn Ramos
Margaret Rapp
Jean Raymond
Margaret and Philip Reed
Rose Regelbrugge
Virginia Reinhold
Heather Remillard
Robin Rhoads
Julie Rice
Dean Richardson
Sharon Ridge
Lisa Robertson
Charles Rogers

Mindy Roosa
Melanie Rose
Janice Rosenthal
Margaret K. Ross
Nancy Ruffner
John Ruscito
Carole Ryer
Nele Rzad
Jennifer and Anthony Saldukas
The John Salvino Family Fund
Luann Schaldenbrand
Martha O. Schaub
Newton and Antoinette Schott
Wilna Schrader
Andy and Caitlin Schrand
Sue and Fred Schulte
Laura Schultz
Diane Scott
Paul and Cheryl Selby
Suzanne Sensabaugh
Joan Shade
Aimee Shapiro
William Shelly
Niki Sherman
Berkeley Shoemaker
Siegel Dental Inc.
Dina and Adam Skinner
Jeff and Joanne Slepian
Kathy and Dean Smart
Leonard and Erika Smith
Thomas Snelling
Lisa Snider
Solarsh Family Fund
Donna Solimene
Pamela St. Laurent
Robert Statile
Sandi and Scott Stern
James Stevens
Samantha Sublette
John Swindells
Tallulah Falls School
Irene Tenaro
Marijane Thayer
Suzanne Thomas
Harold Trimmer
Karen Tyler
Katherine Updegrove
Patricia Uzar
Mario and Terry Valle
Jim Valukas
Kristine Vanderhorst
Mylyn Vedel
Norm P. Vernon, Jr.
Harry Von Suskil
Sigrid von Wieding Weinstein
Mitch Walters
Allison Wedekind
Joan Weeks
Marilyn Weissberg
Jane Weissman
Gina Wells
Michael Welther
Alison Wendt
Trinity Chiropractic, P.A.

Robert White
Diana Williamson
Joshan Wise
Scott Wollaston
Sandra Wood
Wendy Wood
Cecelia Yarnell
Mark Yasuda and Cheri Ruch
Jonathan Young
Lynn Zakupowsky
Jessica and Christopher  

Zazo/Hailstone Vineyards
Phyllis Zetzman
Roberta Zimmerman
Sharon Zuccaro
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July 1, 2022 - June 30, 2023

FY23 figures reported here were compiled 
prior to completion of our formal audit. 
Final audited figures will be available 
on request.  In FY23 a combination of 
inflation and the impact of Hurricane 
Ian together impacted our bottom line. 
Thankfully, we have the resources to 
continue our lifesaving work even when 
outside influences are negative.

Financial Position

Operating Assets	  $10,871,287

Investment Assets	 $5,641,626

Total Assets	 $16,512,913

Total Liabilities	  $813,736

Net Operating Assets	  $10,868,787

Net Investment Assets	 $5,641,626

Net Permanently Restricted Assets	 $2,500

Total Liabilities and Net Assets	  $16,512,913

 

Expenses

Programs	 $7,542,951

General Administrative	 $796,555

Fundraising and Marketing	 $738,172

Total Expenses	  $9,077,678

Revenue

Program Services Revenue	 $1,738,369

Development Revenue	 $5,729,297

Other Income	 $19,228

Investment Gains	 $202,613

Total Revenue 	 $7,670,279 

Unrealized Gains	 $605,397

Financial Reporting
83% 
Programs

Expenses

9% 
General &  

Administrative

8% 
Fundraising & 

Marketing

83¢ of every $1
supported our programs  
and services for the animals 
in FY2023
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Make a Big Impact With a Future Gift
When you include Humane Society Naples in your estate plan, 
your generosity provides support well into the future for animals 
in need. Thank you for ensuring that HSN can impact those we 
serve for years to come.

As you begin your planning, you will need our EIN number: 
59-1033966. And our official name is Humane Society of 
Collier County, Inc., d/b/a Humane Society Naples.

If you would like to speak with Kim Hanson, our  
Senior Philanthropy Officer, please reach out to her at  
kim.hanson@hsnaples.org or 239-438-4624.

And please remember to make a plan for your pets. Without 
specific instructions they can be left in limbo while probate is 
processed, so be sure to have a way for them to receive care right 
away if something should happen to you. 

Our Forever Plan for Your Pet  
offers some suggestions:  
hsnaples.org/forever-plan

Estate planning can be confusing, stressful and just plain intimidating. But 
when you focus on the legacy you want to leave—the goals, needs and dreams 
you have for your family and Humane Society Naples—your decisions get a 
lot easier. Please visit: hsnaples.planmylegacy.org/your-planning-library 
or use this QR code to access the full roster of articles to help you explore the 
legacy giving topics that can make the biggest impact at HSN.   

Your Planning Library Scan to Access 
Planning Library
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The most important change for us, though? Our county’s 
commitment to lifesaving. Back in 2013, our county’s municipal 
shelter was only saving about 41% of the animals who came 
through their doors. That seems impossible to imagine now with 
the 85% to 95% save rate we see today. Collier County residents 
love their animals, and it shows. For our part, in the last decade, 
Humane Society Naples has “pulled” over 5,000 animals from 
our local shelters and rescues.

As leadership changes, budget investments, and best practices 
have improved local conditions over the years, Humane Society 
Naples has been able to expand our network and resources to 
partners in more rural parts of Southwest Florida. While there’s 
always more work to be done locally, and our commitment to 
this community is unwavering, our collective “no kill” status in 
Collier County allows us the opportunity to take the Humane 
Society Naples show on the road. 

In the upcoming two years, thanks to our leadership role in the 
state and our partnership with Florida Leaders in Lifesaving 
and the national giant Best Friends Animal Society, HSN teams 
will be expanding efforts to some of our surrounding counties. 
Our goal is to improve lifesaving and quality of care in an ever-
widening circle. 

Thus far in 2023 we’ve saved nearly 500 
animals from four of our partner shelters in 
our expanding region. 

Make no mistake - our partners in these other counties work 
just as hard as we do to save lives, and care about their residents 
just as much as well. It’s just that Humane Society Naples has 
become incredibly effective at being able to assist with cases that 
many shelters simply can’t absorb. Many small rural shelters in 
Florida don’t have the budget for a veterinarian, much less the 
resources to take on complicated medical or behavioral cases. 

Over the past 10 years, Collier County - like most places in Florida - has grown by leaps and 
bounds. Our population has skyrocketed and development has exploded.

FRANKFURT

Take Frankfurt, for example. He recently came to HSN from 
one of these rural areas with a strange gait – he seemed to lack 
full control over his back legs and dragged his toes when he 
walked. It’s likely Frankfurt had this condition for a good chunk 
of his life thus far – about 4 years. After a visit to one of our 
trusted specialist partners, it was discovered that Frankfurt had a 
cyst on his spine causing this problem. Successful surgery in late 
September has resolved the issue and Frankfurt is well on his way 
to a full recovery. 

Again, HSN is proud to step up to partner and help Frankfurt 
and thousands more like him. In another decade (or hopefully 
much less) we can expect to see Lee County, Hendry County, 
and Glades County join Collier County in our prestigious 
no-kill status. We’ll help with this by pulling more animals from 
these places to make them available for adoption, by sending the 
Patty and Jay Baker Mobile Veterinary Clinic to provide ongoing 
medical care to shelter residents, and by providing access and 
interventions from our first-class team of behaviorists. 

What’s Ahead?
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Collier

HendryLee

Charlotte

Desoto

Glades

Collier Lifesaving Rate

41%

2013

95%

2023

County Map

More at Home 
The lessons from Hurricane Ian will continue for decades, but 
that crisis certainly reminded us how much our community 
needs the services that HSN provides. While we are 
expanding our reach to assist our neighbors in other counties, 
we are also doubling down on our local efforts. With fewer 
people looking to adopt nationwide, and more animals than 
ever needing our help, in the upcoming year we’re focusing 
on keeping as many animals in their loving homes and with 
their loving families as possible: 

• Our Operation Rescue Program keeps families together. 
The housing crisis locally (and nationwide) has created an 
interesting puzzle – while an estimated 67% of American 
households include animal family members, a recent study 
found that only 8% of rental properties are free of animal 
restrictions. When families are forced to move due to 
housing changes and face a shortage of pet friendly options, 
HSN will be there to help. 

• Our Patty and Jay Baker Mobile Veterinary Clinic keeps 
animals healthy. Whether it’s time, or geography, or a lack 
of local resources limiting local access to veterinary care, 
HSN can remove those barriers by bringing that care to the 
people, and their pets.

• Our Denny Plesea Pet Food Pantry keeps food accessible. 
In times of crisis, no one should have to choose between 
paying bills and keeping their furry family members fed. 
Thanks to our generous donors, HSN is here to fill up 
those bowls. 

• Our HSN Behavior Team turns frenetic pups into good 
neighbors. Sometimes dogs need to learn a few routines 
before being the best family member they can be. Rather 
than facing surrender over a behavior that can be addressed, 
HSN helps keep loved, wanted pups with their families. 

Finally, look out 34120 (the zip code affectionately known
around here as “the Estates”) HSN’s data points to tons of 
opportunity for growth in this area of our county, boasting 
both our highest numbers of owner surrenders and the 
highest numbers of adoptions. In the next few years HSN 
aims to expand all sorts of animal services into this fast-
growing corner of Collier. 
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Respondents to our Supporter Survey in the spring of 2023 were asked to provide one word that best described HSN.  
The word cloud above is a composite of their responses with the most frequent words appearing in larger type!

370 Airport-Pulling Road N.  |  Naples, FL 34104 
239-643-1555  |  hsnaples.org

Sheltering animals in times of need, locating life-long homes 
and advocating for responsible pet ownership.

Your gift is very much appreciated and 
may be tax deductible to the extent 
allowed by law. A copy of our latest 
financial report may be obtained by 
writing to Humane Society Naples, 
Attention: Development Department, 
370 Airport Pulling Road N., Naples, 
FL 34104. Humane Society Naples has 
been formed to shelter animals in times 
of need, locate life-long homes and 
promote responsible pet ownership 
through education, legislation and 
sterilization. If you are a resident of 
the state of Florida, you may obtain 
financial information directly from the 
state agency: FLORIDA – A COPY OF 
THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND 
FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE 
OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF 
CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING 
TOLLFREE, 1-800-435-7352 (800-HELP-
FLA) WITHIN THE STATE OR VISITING 
w w w. F l o r i d a C o n s u m e r H e l p . c o m . 
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY 
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR 
RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
Florida Registration CH6487.

OUR MISSION


